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Research activities, public meetings, and citizen 
input leading up to the development and writing of a state plan for 
environmental education in Michigan are reviewed in this essay. A 
g^eral swmnary of the plan itself indicates values underlying 
planning activities, signals current problems and efforts, tells how 
the plan was developed, and details goals and priorities* In 
addition, the plan lists recommendations, identifies constraints to 
fulfilling recommendations, and suggests ways to overcome the 
ccmstraints. It also lists guidelines for distributing and evaluating 
its proposals and provides a glossary to define general terms* 
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> Could it, really be*«»that millions of people could become 
iinterested enough ^in^ local^ envit^onmental problems to spend 
-.^Saturday afternoons solving them? * • * " * 

Governor William G,-, ^Hil liken* s Task Force on^ Environmental 
1 Education^ which wrote Michigan's, Environin^ntal Future,: Master 
PI an ^ f or Environmental ^ Educa t i on , says ♦*Yes.'' Michigan, , firiSt- tr/ 
> pass a state llnvironmental Protection Act in 1970, -has done it 
, again* With the assistance of a planning grant from the United 
^ States 'Office ot Education, th^e Gbveniop's Task Pordfe has v^ritten 
an environmental educa^tion plan in a unique way, unprecedented 



anywhere ^ 



^ — 

, - ♦♦Basic to t*ie solution .of our environmental problems is 
bur understanding of environmental relationships. We can heip 
create this understanding by establishing a .program for environ- * 
mental education ^. • • ,** stated Governor Milliken in his 1971 
J^^essage to. the Legi^latu*re on the Environment, • ' * ^ 

How was_ the Dl^n written? ♦♦At the request of citizen 
groups, the .Governor appointed 19 people with a variety of 
backgrounds to write a plan,^^ reports William B, Stapp, Professor 
of Environmental Education at the University of Michigan and 
^Chairman of the .Gpve^rnor Task Force, ^ ' ' 

The members of the Governor's Task Force outlined two 
choices for writing a state plan. They could write it themselves, • 
and then sponsor hearings for public reaction (the approach taken 
by most government groups), or they could hoW public meetings 
before writing the first draf t. 

♦♦But we're the people who are served *by the plan,^' 
proclaimed prominent citizen activists, ♦♦and we're the people who 
will have to. pay for the plan, and carry it out,^^ Agreeing with 
the citizens, the Task Force chose^ to meet with the publie- f Ijrst , 

A public meeting was held in each'r.rijor region of the state. 
Each meeting consisted of small group discussions which wore taped 
for later review by the Task Force, Each small group also 
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3ut)mitt ed. a wri tten Gurmnary of its cii.scusyiLon to tie cdnsi*ierecf 
at^later rcqional'^meotinqSa Thc qoal v^as to continue to build 
citizen in^put Into the plan# ♦*The quality of *inpufc v/an hir^h," 
cdjnmented Dr# Stapp, "and manv nev/ iceas^Were of ferec * to the/ 
' Task Force." / . . ' 

"I heard about 'the "meeting on the radio,*" reported a 
Detroit teacher, **and .1 v^ent tx> find out v/hat envi ronir.ental 
education was* Other H^eachers nad been /calking about 'i^t. And* ^ 
I- was curious. * l.thc^aqht I. would have to sit: in the corner of 
a^ie'r owded room and hr^ar experts read "long papers,- i was v/roncj* 
Instead, . I -found myself having coffee with other people like ma 
^*«iibankeTS|' teachers^ bus xnessmdn, sieel ^workers, §nd. students* ^ 

. , real i y ^got involved," she pontinaeU* "The>; were 

asking nie questions about hj^ problems* I "had scf rnuzl to *say ^ 

* tliat' time went fast-i-the aH~day meeting seemed to last Tainutes^ 
1 was glad i^t was Saturday so I, could attend. Kveryc^ody seemed: 
fco^have. some^ of tha s^e problems-— even 'the ^man/rbm indusiry. ^ 
We* told the Tas1c Force about them^ and suggested ways to solve 
them;" 

Between" the four "reqi'onal ineetinos, "the^ Task Force* 
received other ideas by mail, furthc^r researched* the stater's - 
-needs, and wrote criteria for evaluating i<3eas* * . 

- ' Six months- before the public meetings; the Task Force ^ ■ 
had gleaned broad goals for envAronmentar education' from the i 
professional literature and^experts i^ th^- field* The goals 
were CQmpiled-= and addfed' Co a questionnaire— mailed 'td*6p0 ; 
people across the state— tq assess the status of environmen'tal ^ 
education in Michigan* At the regional meetings, the partici- 
pants refined those goals* 

* * # * 
Results from the meetings ana questionnaires^ v/ere studied 

and the plants first draft was' v;rj tten* l*ho draft was then 

* mailed to everyone who attended the meetings or who" corresponded 
with the Task Force* Everyone was then invited to attend 

- another wiaely publicized statevrtTje contarence where the draft' 
vSrould again be reviewed "by small groups. ' * . ^ 

. Throughout the months foilpv^ing tliia final public meeting, 
many subsequent draltrs" v»ero written and rewritten to make the 
.plan fit the staters needs precisely. Special meetings were' also 
held to refine sections aimed at specific groups* 

Before the plan was presented to the Governor, the public 
was again invited to. review a tinal draft* Copies were deposited 
in state libraries^ Personal invitations to review the draft ' 
were sent to everv«^ who contacted the Task. Force,^ or attended 
relatea activities^» the state* Meanwhile, 150 professional 
educators and pianists received the. draft and were asked zo 
contrnent* A consensus plan resulted-- and v/as submitted to the • 
Governor in January, 1973* 



The devoXopinent- of the plan followed a specific sequence; 
Task Force appointed, questionnairo^ mailed,' four reqional 
meetings ^held^ first drafr wrl tteri,^ * statewide confer<mco held, 
'draft rewritten, draft reviewed by the general public and 
professional consultants, final plan writter., plan suDmitted la 
Governor, and budgetary reque3ti>; made'* 

V/hat do e3 the plan include? ^ <»Thc has c nremir^e on v-zhich' 
the plart is built concerns the broad nature ^3l r^ducaCion in our 
po<aety,*' Gtjscyrved Don Albredht, a unii^crsity student *and*TasK:- ' 
Force member. "The plan points out that no one in the" stat^ 
escapes environmental education* Watch inq teiev^Lsior vou see ; 
<:oimnei^cialjs and programs" th^t'relatr? to efivlronmental* values.'* t ' 
School children and colleqe \stuqents learn-throuqh activities., 
Xn^^nd.out ot -the classropm.v^- They learrr environnfentai/values^ 
by watching what others do* And 'they l^arn f rem* exan.oles set 
by teachers, parenxs, and ccnnmunity leacter,s#" ^ - 



^Mor^e specifically,- however,: thel^^lan >sJcs: * Exactly ^hat . * 
are people learning? ^%*hat environmental knowledge do they need? 
Whpre can they get it? How can t4iey organi:se themselves to- use ^ 
tbi^, knowledge to help solve community problems? . * 

*«To begin to answer these questions,** reports Dr. Stapp, 
**the Task Force identified nin^ objectives.** They v/cre: ' ' ' 

, .1* To develop a rationale for. having a plan* * , - 

■ -2. To. devolop^a way for citizens, individually, oir 
. collectively, to arfoct planning efforts. 

3* To assess current environmental education efforts 
in Michiqan. 

4. To specify environmental-^ucation goals for Michigan.. 

b. To organize chc state's of fonts in working toward 
■ envirtjnroental education goals. 
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To makG recoramondations' to -appropriatG groups in 
ordet- to detorniine and initiate 'actions which will 
• leHid to environmencai education g6'als, 

7, To identity and rank envi ronmc-nta] .education- 
prior.! ties for requesting and allocating Ftichiaan*s 
current and future cnvironnriental education resources, 

8, .To design v/ays to evaluate the long-range effectivc- 

_ ness of stale environmental education planning efforts, 

9, To Write a planning report and design strategies to , 
encourage -the adoption of its recommendations. 



ERIC 



' statewide long-term goals, in^ the* words of the plan, 

are •♦to develop in each Michigan citizen (a) an awareness^ 
lafider st and ina ^ and concern for the environment with its 
as^iated prdblems, and <b) the knowledge > skills motivation , 
and, commitment to work toward solutions to these current and 
projected problems." , . * 

The scope of the educational proces^s In An^rica is not 
confined to eleiaentary and ^secondary -schools* "^It includes 
^ncmrfornial" ^educational media, such as radi^, 'televxsion*, * 
th^ press, industrial bulletins, professional journals, 
^^^^?^^^^p9 advertising, conversation, and personal example • 

For this reason,, the first impre'ssion one gets from 
reading* the -report is its COTiplet^ness. ^ There are specific - ^ 
r#^^^men<iations for agriculture'^ business and industry, citizen 
ojt-gSafiizatlons, elementary and* second^ary schools, government, 
higher education, individual 'citizens, labor, mass communication, 
^professional and trade associations, ^religious organdzatlons, ^tvd 
youth organizations* ^ The plan first addresses all groups, then 
spAaks to each group separately. _ - 

" The plan aims to" coordinate the environmental communi- 
cation, ediication, and information programs of all individuals 
and .organizations in the state. Only When we begin to fit the 
p^ts^ of society back together will we got insight into the' way 
the world works, and begin to solve problems. 

^ *' ' ♦ 

^ second impression one gets while reading the plan 

concerns learning how to solve problems^ not only now, but 
also in the- future. ' "Environmental education," Dr. Stapp 
emphasizes, "focuses on problem*soiving techriiques aimed at 
real problems in the local community .as they are felt today 
or are anfiiclpated in the future," Governor Milliken stressed 
the importance of not only looking at today^ but also lookinn 
ahopd: J'ln shortf we must 'begin to .look systematically in^o" 
the future or we will forever grbpe with the crises of the. 
moment." The plan is long-range. 

. ' ^ Most such plans are short-range. Thoy are limited to * ^ 
repoving the visible symptoms of the environmental crisis and 
fail to give people the know-how; to prevent yet* unknown problems. 
Michigan's plan stretches from the now to the yet unknowns* 

Another thought generated by the plan is its sensitivity 
to changing needs. "Structured into the plan is on-going public 
evaluation through a Citizens Advisory Board which meets monthly, 
reports Dr. Stapp. ",Also included is the requirement that a 
revised edition of the plan be published every five years." 
Each new edition will be subjected to the saime public review 
process used for the original plan. The five year planning 
cycle allows time for systematic research on changing attitudes 
and needs. V/ith such flexibility built in, the plan is 
sensitive to change. 
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» . The priorities for distrifautinq Michigan's environmental 
resources are spoiled out in dotail^in the plan^ but they are 
design^ to change with changing neods and resources* Accordin^^ 
to Dr« Stapp^ ***rhe present^-prioritio^ are aimed at groups with 
the greatest Irwnediate heeds for environmental education benefits: 
the groups who suffer most from environment al blight and who are^ 
the. least orqaniised* to solve the problems they endure." 
Michigan's priorities are based on people *s i n f pritiation * needs ^ 
not cn a* region^s physical heeds^ although' the two are usually 
related. * ' - ^ ^ . . * - ^ . * 

What are the Icey recomi^ndatlons of the plan? Michigan's 
*ci#i^ens ^eneratod specific recoRiBiendat ions f^r action, 
tto^t are inteijjteij to be completed vortmtarily and cooperatively 
by pf iVAte.and puWLic groups, ^ organisations^ or individuals. . 
S^^e Wthorization is needed^ to implem^t^only a Few of the ^ 
ke^ recoimendati<ms# . * . , 

Two principal recMam^datlons are that, the Governor 
est^ligh in bis office a- SjEate Snyironmental Education Council/ 

^a Citizens Advisory Board ^ to ceiitralize -and coordinate , 
programs in cooperation witn J^the State Depar^pent of Education. 
The" State Coiincil *wouia also coordinate prugcatois outside the 
current activities' of the Department of Education, such as the 
environmental inCftrmation programs of industry. 

In summary, Michigan's new st4te plan ^spells out the 
vajues underlying pl^^ining activities, signal's current problems 
and efforts, tell^ Ipn the plan was developed, and. details' 
goals and priori tie The plan also lists reconunendations, 
identifies constrain'fes to fulfilling ^recommendations, and ^ 
suggests ways to. overcome hhe constraints. And the plan'lists 
guidelines for distributing and evaluating its proposals and 
provides a glossary ,to define general terms. 

How c a n other states begin to develop a_ plan? * Other 
states writing a new plan, or up-dating their old plans, may 
obtain a copy of Mlchiqan/s iJnyirp n mental Ftjtu re:_ ^ A Master 
Plan for Environmental Education from the Executive Offi.ce of 
the Governor (Capitol" Building, L^ansing, "Michigan 48903). 
Assistance and information may also be obtained from the 
Office, of Environmental Education (U.S# Office of Education, 
400 Maryland Ave., S.V;., Washington, D^C. 20202 

Michigan's plan is bold. Its implications are far-reaching 
Thje Task Force is convinced that only through an environmentally 
Ifterate citizenry can a healthy Michigan environment be attained 
and maintained, and that children and adults alike can only be as 
healthy as the environment permits ♦ ' - - 
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■ ' **Think\of :th^ environment of the State of Michiqan as a * ^ 

hugo classroom, says Dr* Stapp, "and chink^^f every citizen and 
orqanizafcion as learners engaged in critical thinklnq abo;at what '^'vM 
has to happen if we are qoxnq to solve our 'onvlronmen tal probl^^ms* ^ 
h * What^wo are into here is a statewide envirqnrnental encounter. - 

\ It Is much broader iff'^Bcope and has a longer time-span J:han the | ''^^ 

I encounter projects that individual teachers and student's can 

y design within schools, but that is the only difference* - ^ ^ 

f Educational mini-encounters conducted in- con junction with — |^ 

f ^ ' . " classi^ork develop youngsters -prepared, for real maxi-enpounters - ^f ::! 
\ d£ the )cind now facing all Michigan citizens* dnce' enough ; ^ lH 

I educators, citizenl^ ^^^gi^l^tors, and agency officials make * Ift 

|. ^ thi& Connection b'etwoen t^ducatibnal, ehv'lronniental,-' and ^ - . ^ 

I 'gcvernmentai issues, we cim solve t.he problems that are now . , 

. JLowering the quality of our environment* I think it can 4^ dOHe*.** 



* Mm 



Listening to Chairman Stapp and the Task Pprce, you : 
suddenly realize how , much J. s .yet to be done* You feel importa^fl' 
You know you're on the leading edge of an idea of tremendous , 
signlf icanoe* - _^ ' * . - * * * , ■ ^ ^ 



Lansing, Michigan 
May, 1973 
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